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UB Centers Awarded $70K to Assist Maryland Local Election Boards 

in November Presidential Election

The University of Baltimore’s Schaefer Center for Public Policy and the Center for Citizenship and Applied Politics have been jointly awarded a $70,000 grant by the U.S. Election Assistance Commission for their efforts to assist places in this November’s elections. The Commission’s Help America Vote College Program encourages college students to assist state and local governments in the administration of elections by serving as nonpartisan election judges, poll workers or assistants.

UB was one of only 15 grant awardees from the program. It received the third largest award among the 15. A website about the program and an application form to become

a student election judge has been established at http://scpp.ubalt.edu/~Election. 

The grant, an outcome of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-252) passed by the United States Congress and awarded by the U.S. Election Assistance Commission, will be used by the Schaefer Center and the Center for Citizenship and Applied Politics to promote college students’ direct participation in the election process in the Baltimore metropolitan area and throughout the State. The program will be managed and supervised by the centers, using assigned University faculty and staff. The centers also will provide an evaluation and assessment of the student participation in the Help America Vote College Program. 

In a letter to the U.S. Elections Assistance Commission, Barbara Jackson, election director for the Baltimore City Board of Elections, said the UB program will help the city meet its need for trained poll workers. “The [University of Baltimore] plan of action … will assist the Baltimore City Board of Elections in reducing the shortage of election judges that has been a continuous problem for the City of Baltimore,” Jackson wrote.

“This may be the most important election of our lives,” said U.S. Rep. Elijah Cummings of Maryland’s 7th District, which encompasses the University of Baltimore. “I applaud the University for its commitment to assuring that every Maryland vote is fairly counted, and I welcome the financial support that the Election Assistance Commission has been able to provide.”

According to the State Board of Elections, more than 18,000 people will be employed by the 24 local boards of election in Maryland to conduct the November 2 general election in the 1,767 precincts where an estimated 2.3 million citizens will cast their ballots. These part-time election judges are responsible for the general supervision of the polling place, checking in and verification of voters, handling of provisional ballots, oversight of the voting machines and providing assistance to voters. Under Maryland law, election judges must be registered voters.

Qualified college students may also be hired in Maryland to assist the local board of elections in the conduct of the election in other roles such as providing technical assistance with the operation of the voting system and ballot delivery duties. College students, having knowledge and experience with computers generally greater than the population as a whole, will be of added assistance and benefit to the local boards of elections.

With more than 220,000 students enrolled in Maryland’s 16 community colleges, 13 public institutions and more than 25 private colleges and universities, Maryland is well suited to rely on college students to help conduct an election. The University of Baltimore is centrally located among the majority of these colleges and universities, and the recruiters to be employed by the University’s Help America Vote College Program will be able to contact and disseminate information to students at all of these institutions.

The student body of the University of Baltimore, although predominately from the Baltimore metropolitan area, boasts students from every county in the state. It is the most racially and ethnically diverse population of any of the 13 campuses in the University System of Maryland. This array of students will ensure a broad reach for the outreach program.

The student election judge program will include a number of recruitment techniques, including a devoted website, posters and flyers, advertising, public serve announcements, and targeted mailings. The election follow-up will include the design and conduct of post-election evaluation and survey research, which will be of assistance to the U.S. Election Assistance Commission as well as the Maryland State Board of Elections and the local boards of elections.
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