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Program Overview 

The Books & Ballots program is a strategic initiative aimed at expanding voting access in rural and 

underserved areas through a partnership between the Monterey County Elections Department (MCE) 

and the Monterey County Free Libraries (MCFL). This collaboration addresses the challenge of enhancing 

civic engagement amidst limited resources and high costs associated with traditional election 

infrastructure. 

The Books & Ballots program utilizes MCFL’s extensive network of libraries—trusted community hubs 

with extended hours—to offer election-related services. By integrating these services into existing 

library facilities, MCE effectively extends its reach without the need for new infrastructure. Libraries 

provide public computer access for registration and education and are staffed by personnel skilled in 

assisting the public. This approach leverages existing resources to enhance accessibility and efficiency, 

making election services available to a broader audience. 

Building on the MCE Flex Voting program, which offered early voting sites at community events, Books & 

Ballots formalizes a partnership with MCFL to provide ongoing election services at library locations. This 

expansion includes not only voter registration and voting but also candidate and campaign filing. The 

program has brought election services directly to rural and underserved communities, aligning with local 

needs and schedules. 

Books & Ballots have facilitated direct interaction between voters and election officials, providing 

transparency and building trust. Future voters, including those under 18, have also benefited from 

educational outreach. By supporting local candidates with convenient filing options, the program 

strengthens the quality of local elections. In summary, the Books & Ballots program demonstrates how 

leveraging community resources can enhance democratic participation while managing costs effectively. 
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Books and Ballots Filings vs. Central Office Filings 
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Event Announcement Flyer 
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Social Media Graphics 
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Sample Press Releases 

Books and Ballots: Candidate Filing (English) 
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Books and Ballots: Candidate Filing (Spanish) 
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Books and Ballots: Early Voting (English) 
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Books and Ballots: Early Voting (Spanish) 
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Sample Local News Coverage 

King City Rustler 

Monterey County Elections announces Books and Ballots program for candidate filing 

KION 45 

Ballots and Books events taking place throughout the week in Monterey County 

Salinas Valley Tribune 

Monterey County Elections, libraries partner for early voting 
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https://kingcityrustler.com/monterey-county-elections-announces-books-and-ballots-program-for-candidate-filing/
https://kion546.com/news/top-stories/2024/02/21/ballots-and-books-events-taking-place-throughout-the-week-in-monterey-county/
https://salinasvalleytribune.com/monterey-county-elections-libraries-partner-for-early-voting/
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